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|	OpinionKelly	LinWriterAl	NorrisPhotographerCavan	BennigsonPhotographerAug	11,	2022See	all	15	photosAren't	you	glad	the	days	of	relying	on	Bluetooth	are	over?	An	increasing	number	of	cars	are	now	available	with	Android	Auto,	a	smartphone-mirroring	feature	allowing	drivers	to	stay	connected	on	the	road.	Here	are	a	few	tips	to	help	you	get
the	most	out	of	your	experience	with	Android	Auto.Not	an	Android	user?	Check	out	our	Apple	CarPlay	tips	and	secrets.	We've	encountered	plenty	of	cars	with	poor	voice-recognition	systems,	but	Google	Assistant—Android	Auto's	version	of	Siri—picks	up	voice	commands	quite	well.	Rather	than	fiddle	with	the	touchscreen,	sometimes	it's	easier	to	ask
Google	Assistant	to	take	you	to	the	nearest	Starbucks,	call	your	best	friend,	or	remind	you	what's	on	your	calendar.	The	personal	assistant	even	has	a	sense	of	humor,	as	associate	editor	Eleonor	Segura	points	out,	recalling	one	of	her	favorite	jokes.	If	you	ask	Google	Assistant	what's	on	its	mind,	the	system	may	answer:	"I	was	just	thinking	about	how
nice	it	can	be	to	unplug.	Sometimes	it's	better	to	connect	with	people	rather	than	Wi-Fi."Google	Assistant	can	be	particularly	helpful	once	it	gets	to	know	you.	You	can	allow	Google	Assistant	to	provide	personalized	suggestions	and	reminders	based	on	your	calendar.	You	can	also	enter	in	your	cuisine	and	dietary	preferences	for	restaurant
recommendations.See	all	15	photosOf	course,	not	every	smartphone	app	is	compatible	with	Android	Auto.	But	many	of	them	are,	so	you'll	want	to	organize	them	in	a	way	that	makes	sense	on	your	car's	touchscreen.	Fortunately,	it's	easy	to	select	which	apps	appear	and	in	what	order.	Go	to	the	Android	Auto	app	on	your	phone,	hit	Settings,	and	click
Customize	Launcher.	From	there,	you	can	check	which	Android	Auto-compatible	apps	you	want	to	show	up	on	your	touchscreen.	Drag	an	app	up	or	down	on	your	phone	to	change	the	order	it's	displayed	on	the	car's	touchscreen.If	you're	not	making	the	most	of	your	phone's	calendar,	this	might	change	your	mind.	Put	an	event	on	your	calendar	with
the	address,	and	Google	can	navigate	you	directly	there	from	your	calendar.	In	Android	Auto,	just	prompt	Google	to	go	to	your	calendar,	and	hit	the	arrow	button	on	the	touchscreen	to	start	navigation	via	Google	Maps.Speaking	of	navigation,	you	can	view	current	traffic	conditions	by	hitting	the	gear	button	on	the	Google	Maps	screen;	associate	editor
Billy	Rehbock	points	out	this	can	be	helpful	if	you're	driving	in	a	busy	city.See	all	15	photosSome	folks	prefer	to	use	Google's	dark	theme,	which	swaps	out	black	text	over	white	backgrounds	for	white	text	over	black	backgrounds,	all	the	time	on	their	Android	phones.	Google	recognizes	this	preference	and	offers	similar	capability	for	Google	Maps	on
Android	Auto.	To	enable	this	feature,	open	the	Android	Auto	app	on	your	phone	and	scroll	down	to	the	"General"	section	of	the	menu.	Tap	"Day/Night	mode	for	maps"	and	choose	from	one	of	three	options.	Selecting	"Night"	reskins	Google	Maps	to	a	high-contrast	look	no	matter	what	time	it	is.	Choosing		"Day"	locks	the	system	into	bright	mode.	The
default	setting	is	"Automatic,"	which	toggles	between	the	two	depending	on	how	much	light	there	is	outside.	Full-time	dark	mode	can	also	be	activated	by	navigating	the	"Settings"	app	in	Android	Auto.See	all	15	photosWith	modern	cars	boasting	features	like	configurable	ambient	lighting,	it	stands	to	reason	that	drivers	should	also	be	able	to
customize	the	massive	infotainment	displays	that	have	become	so	popular.	Android	Auto	users	can	change	the	screen's	wallpaper	by	heading	over	to	the	"Settings"	app	and	then	scrolling	to	"Choose	Wallpaper."	From	there,	choose	any	look	that	suits	your	fancy.Everyone	has	a	friend	who	texts	a	little	too	much.	For	this	situation,	Android	Auto	gives	you
the	option	to	mute	specific	conversations.	Just	click	"mute	conversation"	when	an	unwanted	message	pops	up	on	the	touchscreen.	If	you	want	to	avoid	getting	group	message	notifications	while	you're	driving,	you	can	mute	those	by	going	to	the	Android	Auto	app	settings	on	your	phone.See	all	15	photosIf	you	find	yourself	with	some	time	to	kill	in	a
parking	lot,	try	playing	games	with	Android	Auto.	Click	on	the	GameSnacks	icon	on	your	screen,	and	pick	from	a	handful	of	easy-to-load	games	including	Pin	the	UFO	and	2048	Giant.	I	was	a	bit	skeptical	about	the	functionality	at	first,	but	the	games	worked	well	and	featured	crisp	graphics	on	my	2021	Nissan	Rogue's	touchscreen.	The	experience	is
made	complete	with	sound	effects	coming	through	the	car's	stereo	system.See	all	15	photosUse	Google	Assistant	to	make	calls,	send	texts,	and	navigate	you	around	townRearrange	the	apps	on	your	car's	touchscreen	through	your	phone's	Android	Auto	appInclude	an	address	with	an	event	on	your	calendar,	and	Google	Maps	will	take	you	thereMute
unwanted	text	conversationsPermanently	enable	"Night"	modeChange	the	wallpaperPlay	games	on	your	car's	touchscreenMore:	What	Is	Android	Auto	and	How	Does	It	Work?	Check	Out	Our	User's	GuideShare	on	FacebookShare	on	Twitter	Android	Auto	puts	commonly	used	smartphone	apps	and	features	right	in	your	car’s	dashboard.	It	overrides	the
native	infotainment	system	with	a	familiar,	easy-to-use	interface	that	many	motorists	prefer.	It	reduces	dangerous	distractions,	at	least	according	to	Google	(but	not	according	to	AAA),	and	it	makes	upgrading	an	older	car	with	new	features	a	breeze.	Contents	Update	Android	Operating	SystemUpdates	for	your	vehicle	Like	most	things	in	our	digital
lives,	Android	Auto	and	smartphones	in	general	have	to	be	updated	frequently	with	the	latest	software,	but	the	update	process	here	is	a	bit	different	than	you	may	think.	The	important	thing	to	remember	when	thinking	about	the	best	way	to	update	Android	Auto	is	that	the	images	and	functions	you	see	on	the	screen	in	your	dash	are	a	direct	projection
from	your	smartphone.	That	means	that	the	version	of	Android	Auto	you’re	using	is	a	reflection	of	the	version	of	Android	your	phone	is	running.	It	may	not	be	possible	to	run	the	latest	version	of	the	software	on	older	phones,	but	newer	versions	of	the	phone	software	will	allow	you	to	see	the	latest	version	of	Android	Auto	as	well.	Here’s	how	to	update
Android	Auto.	Further	reading	Update	Android	Operating	System	The	first	thing	you’ll	need	to	do	is	figure	out	which	version	of	Android	your	phone	is	currently	running.	To	do	this,	open	your	phone’s	Settings	app	and	scroll	to	the	bottom	of	the	menu,	where	you	should	see	the	Advanced	option.	From	there,	select	System	Update,	where	you	will	see
your	current	Android	version	and	security	patch	level.	You	should	receive	a	notification	once	a	new	version	of	Android	is	available	for	your	smartphone,	but	if	you	do	not	or	if	you	accidentally	clear	the	notification,	you	can	follow	the	same	steps	to	actually	update	the	software.	Even	after	jumping	through	those	hoops,	it’s	still	completely	possible	to
miss	an	Android	Auto	update.	The	app	on	your	smartphone	should	have	a	settings	option	of	its	own,	which	will	allow	you	to	check	for	the	ability	to	enable	it	there.	In	the	Android	Auto	settings,	there	is	a	way	to	opt	in	to	the	new	UI	and	features	by	selecting	Try	the	new	Android	Auto	option.	Occasionally,	Google	will	add	or	change	Android	features	and
functions	without	requiring	a	complete	update.	Sadly,	they	don’t	send	out	a	detailed	list	of	these	changes	when	these	software	updates	occur.	You’re	in	luck	if	you	own	a	Pixel	phone,	as	they	are	the	only	phones	that	notify	you	of	new	updates.	You	may	miss	out	if	you	have	a	different	phone.	Individual	smartphone	companies	take	additional	time	to
optimize	software	for	their	phones,	which	can	cause	significant	(and	irritating)	delays	in	the	release	of	new	versions.	Updates	for	your	vehicle	The	good	news	is	you’ll	barely	ever	need	to	run	updates	through	your	vehicle	for	Android	Auto.	Your	phone	takes	control	and	manages	these	updates	separately	from	your	car.	Unfortunately,	those	who	do	not
currently	have	Android	Auto	will	not	be	able	to	access	it	in	future	updates.	If	your	vehicle	does	not	support	Android	Auto,	it	will	never	be	able	to	for	the	entirety	of	its	lifespan.			Even	though	your	vehicle	doesn’t	have	much	to	do	with	Android	Auto	updates,	it	will	still	need	regular	maintenance	in	order	to	run	the	latest	software	or	firmware	necessary
for	these	platforms.	Many	times,	this	means	installing	over-the-air	(OTA)	updates	from	your	vehicle’s	manufacturer	when	they	are	sent	out.	If	you’re	not	a	fan	of	dealing	with	these	types	of	technical	updates	and	processes,	we	advise	taking	your	vehicle	to	the	dealership.	One	of	the	technicians	can	help	you	by	ensuring	your	infotainment	system	is
working	correctly	and	operating	at	optimal	capacity.	Editors'	Recommendations	Join	our	newsletter	All	the	best	features,	news,	tips	and	great	deals	to	help	you	live	a	better	life	through	technology	Thank	you	for	signing	up	to	T3.	You	will	receive	a	verification	email	shortly.	There	was	a	problem.	Please	refresh	the	page	and	try	again.	By	submitting
your	information	you	agree	to	the	Terms	&	Conditions	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	Privacy	Policy	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	are	aged	16	or	over.	Though	Android	Auto	has	recently	been	affected	by	several	user	problems	(one	of	which	temporarily	disabled	Google	Maps),	the	app	remains	as	popular	as	ever.	And	that's	partly	because	Android	Auto	gets	lots	of
updates,	the	newest	of	which	is	the	long-overdue	addition	of	Dual-SIM	support.Fans	of	the	app,	which	is	used	on	some	of	the	best	Android	phones	and	across	some	of	the	best	Android	Auto	head	units,	are	often	critical	of	the	bugs	that	frequently	pervade	the	infotainment	system	–	but	rarely	do	they	knock	Google's	relentless	update	schedule,	especially
when	it	introduces	user-improving	features	to	the	in-car	system.Dual-SIM	supportAndroid	Auto	keeps	your	car	connected	at	all	times	–	and	it	now	offers	even	more	in	the	way	of	communication.	Thanks	to	a	handy	new	update,	Android	Auto	now	supports	Dual-SIM,	letting	users	select	which	SIM	card	they	prefer	to	send	messages	or	make
calls.First	spotted	(opens	in	new	tab)	by	Reddit	user	u/abhi052091	(via	XDA	Developers	(opens	in	new	tab)),	Android	Auto's	latest	update	finally	adds	long-awaited	support	for	dual	SIM	phones.	According	to	the	folks	over	at	XDA,	Android	Auto	now	displays	a	pop-up	alert	box	that	lets	users	select	the	SIM	they	want	to	make	a	call	from.	Prior	to	this,
Android	Auto	didn’t	offer	dual-SIM	support	and	could	only	read	one	SIM	card,	forcing	the	driver	to	use	the	default	SIM	card	whenever	the	driver	wanted	to	make	a	call.	The	feature	is	expected	to	be	compatible	with	both	standard	SIM	cards	and	eSIM.And	there's	moreGoogle	loves	an	Android	Auto	update,	including	three	new	features	that	were	added
to	the	platform	last	week.	One	of	those	improvements	that	we	covered	was	the	newly-added	automatic	launch	settings.Despite	some	users	enjoying	automatic	launch	settings	on	their	Android	Auto	head	units,	more	often	than	not	users	need	to	manually	tap	on	the	app	screen	to	launch	the	service.	Soon,	Google	will	be	introducing	automatic	launch
settings	for	all	users,	according	to	the	folks	over	at	Auto	Evolution	(opens	in	new	tab).	What	this	means	is	clear:	users	can	decide	if	they	want	Android	Auto	to	open	automatically	when	connected	to	the	head	unit.	While	it	seems	like	a	simple	addition,	those	who	frequently	rely	on	the	service	(and	spend	lots	of	time	behind	the	wheel)	can	reduce	the
time	it	takes	to	get	the	system	up	and	running.	Many	of	the	problems	we	at	T3	regularly	see	popping	up	on	the	support	forums	is	the	failure	of	Android	Auto	to	open	when	it's	connected	inside	of	a	car.	By	adding	the	automatic	launch	settings,	users	will	be	able	to	choose	whether	they	want	the	app	to	launch	by	default	or	manually	open	it
themselves.	Today's	best	Samsung	Galaxy	S21	deals
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